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good times and bad. | will never forget his
strength, endurance and leadership during the
evacuation of the St. Croix Hospital after Hur-
ricane Hugo. That experience and the emer-
gency delivery that he performed during the
crisis demonstrated the measure of this great
man.

Mr. Speaker, the people of my district, the
U.S. Virgin Islands are grateful to Dr. Heath
for his many years of dedicated service to our
islands. His selfless example of excellence,
foresight and commitment is one that we hope
will be emulated by our young people.

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that my col-
leagues will join me in honoring a man so de-
serving as Dr. Heath.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BILL
MASHAW

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker | rise today to
pay tribute to the exemplary efforts of Bill
Mashaw of Durango, Colorado. Bill has been
awarded the Community Builder Award by the
La Plata County Community Summit Coordi-
nating Committee for going far beyond the call
of duty. Today | wish to recognize the accom-
plishments and character of this great citizen
before this body of Congress and this Nation.

Bill has proven his commitment to the com-
munity by organizing the Big Brothers, Big Sis-
ters program and through his involvement in
the Community Development Corporation,
which works on affordable housing projects. In
addition, Bill has served with the Red Cross
and the Salvation Army and currently serves
on the board of directors for the Fort Lewis
College Foundation. Bill also reaches out to
children in the Durango area by helping with
the D.A.R.E. program, and a number of other
programs geared towards youth.

Mr. Speaker, the work of Bill Mashaw has
touched the lives of many in his community. It
is with great pride that | stand to honor a man
who has lived a life of love, service and pas-
sion. | add my voice to that of the Durango
Area Chamber Resort Association, who has
named Bill Mashaw both Citizen and Volun-
teer of The Year. Thank you, Bill, for your
dedication.

———

BUSH ADMINISTRATION DECEP-
TIONS ABOUT IRAQ THREATEN
CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, my service in
this House has often shown me the profound
tension between government secrecy and
democratic decision-making. Rarely however,
has that tension been as starkly posed as in
the current revelations of divergence between
President Bush’s assertions based on ‘“secret
information” about the alleged threat to Amer-
ica posed by Iran and the actual assessment
of that threat by America’s intelligence profes-
sionals.
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| have seen the American people apparently
deceived into supporting invasion of sovereign
nation, in violation of UN charter and inter-
national law, on the basis of what now appear
to be false assurances. The power of the Con-
gress to declare war was usurped. The con-
sent of the governed was obtained by manipu-
lation rather than candid persuasion.

Instead of conducting a sustained all-out
war against the genuine terrorists behind 9/11,
President Bush chose to terrorize the Amer-
ican people. The President, Vice President
CHENEY and Secretary Rumsfeld painted lurid
nightmares of al Qaeda’s attacking U.S. cities
with insidious anthrax or clouds of deadly
nerve gas. All of this was portrayed as coming
courtesy of Saddam Hussein, unless we de-
stroyed the Iraq regime. They also wielded the
ultimate threat that Iraq would imminently en-
danger America and our closest allies with nu-
clear weapons. Members of Congress who
voiced deep distrust of those claims were pri-
vately briefed with even more vivid descrip-
tions of the deadly threats that Saddam posed
to American security.

In public speech after speech, the President
and his supporting players assured America’s
anxious citizens that attacking Iraq was abso-
lutely necessary to prevent the imminent
threat of Irag’'s weapons of mass destruction
from harming them and their loved ones.

In addition, President Bush was determined
to convince the public that Saddam was per-
sonally behind, or at least intimately involved
in 9/11. He and Vice President CHENEY re-
peated that mantra incessantly. No wonder
that about half of the country still believes that
Saddam was involved, although our intel-
ligence community has emphasized that there
is no credible evidence that is true.

The manipulation was massive and mali-
cious. The motive was simple. The Administra-
tion wanted to attack Iraq for a variety of ideo-
logical and geopolitical reasons. But the Presi-
dent knew that the American people would not
willingly risk shedding the blood of thousands
of Americans and Iraqis without the immediate
threat of deadly attack on the United States.
As Deputy Secretary of Defense Wolfowitz re-
cently admitted to an interviewer in an un-
guarded moment, when the threat of weapons
of mass destruction was chosen as the banner
to lead a march to war, it was chosen for “bu-
reaucratic reasons,” not because the danger
was imminent or paramount.

The President and his Cabinet were well
aware that these claims either rested on flimsy
projections or came from sources that most of
our Intelligence Community disdained. The
President and his Cabinet knew that in some
cases those discredited sources’ assertions
were flatly contradicted by the professional as-
sessments of the intelligence Community ex-
perts at CIA, the Defense Intelligence Agency
and the State Department, and were only sup-
ported by a rogue special office established
under Secretary Rumsfeld precisely to “find”
or reinterpret intelligence in order to support
the Administration’s determination to invade
Irag.

When war came, our own military field com-
manders were surprised by the fierce, often
deadly, resistance that our troops faced from
Saddam’s “militia.” We, and our British allies,
were surprised when the Iragi people in Basra
and elsewhere did not rise up to welcome our
troops with open arms. Most of all, our military
commanders, the Congress and the American
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people all were surprised when no weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) were found. Now, as
each day passes, and no WMD has been
found, that surprise has turned to suspicion, to
concern and finally to outrage at the deception
practiced by the Bush Administration.

In response, President Bush, Vice President
CHENEY, Secretary Rumsfeld, and their
spokespersons have offered one excuse after
another. As reporters and whistle-blowers
have exposed the flaws in each excuse, the
White House has scrambled to create another,
with the confusing speed of a kaleidoscope’s
changing patterns. Law students are taught to
plead in the alternative: “lI never borrowed
your pot.” “Besides, it wasn't cracked when |
returned it.” “Anyway, it was not cracked
when | borrowed it in the first place.” The
Bush Administration has learned that lesson
well:

The Bush White House assures us that
weapons of mass destruction will inevitably
be found.

At the same time, the Bush White House
argues that they never really said Iraq had
such weapons in 2002, only that they had pro-
grams to develop those weapons.

Finally, the Bush White House argues that
it doesn’t matter whether Iraq did or did not
have such weapons posing a threat to the
United States, because Saddam was a repres-
sive ruler and its good that the world is rid
of him.

They cannot succeed with this shell game
because they cannot outrun the truth. There
are too many previous contradictory state-
ments, too many reports leaked by outraged
veteran intelligence analysts, and too great a
record of established facts. The Administra-
tion’s arrogantly crafted script is unraveling.
President Bush and his courtiers now have
learned the wisdom of the Scottish poet Rob-
ert Burns, who warned:

“Oh what a tangled web we weave, when
first we practice to deceive.”

Now, the Administration’s final refuge is that
the public thinks the war was justified even if
no weapons are found. Obviously, those poll
results reflect the American people’s relief that
our military’s losses, and the loss of Iraqgi civil-
ians, regrettable as they are, have not been
even greater. They reflect understandable re-
vulsion at the horrors of Saddam’s regime.
Nevertheless, continued ethnic conflict and vi-
olence, ambushes of American soldiers, polit-
ical disarray, malnutrition and disease mount
daily in the aftermath of this “easy war.” Also,
the Bush White House is forced to acknowl-
edge the re-emergence of al Qaeda’s terrorist
threat. So the American people have begun to
focus on how badly it appears that they, and
their congressional representatives, may have
been misled by a president anxious to stam-
pede America into war.

In any event, regardless of the final tally on
the war in Iraq, there is a growing awareness
that this disturbing presidential conduct raises
issues that transcend any particular hostilities
in which America might engage. It raises the
most profound constitutional questions. How
can the separation of powers and checks and
balances designed to protect our Republic
continue to do, if the Executive can work its
will through falsehood, deception and conceal-
ment?

Equally pressing is a determination of the
appropriate remedy, should the Administra-
tion’s assurances to Congress and to the elec-
torate prove to have been as knowingly false
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as now seems to be the case. In the days
ahead, | shall consult with my colleagues, with
legal scholars, political scientists and histo-
rians, in order to weigh the appropriate actions
necessary to prevent this or any future Admin-
istration from usurping the power of Congress
and the power of the people to decide public
policy on the basis of accurate knowledge.

An accurately informed public is the es-
sence of our democracy. It is most essential
on the ultimate question of peace or war. To
deceive the Congress and the public about the
facts underlying that momentous decision is to
transgress one of the president’'s supreme
constitutional responsibilities. | believe the
House Committee on the Judiciary should
consider whether this situation has reached
that dimension.

That question is especially acute at this time
because President Bush’s disturbing doctrine
of “preventive war” means he plans to per-
suade the Congress and the electorate that
additional “preventive wars” are necessary.
Will that advocacy be based on deception and
false statements, too? The prospect is fright-
ening.

Finally, 1 note the provocative analysis on
this point recently offered by former Counsel
to the President John Dean, who has carefully
analyzed the nature and context of the Presi-
dent’s many assertions about the threats al-
legedly posed by Irag and the constitutional
implications should they prove false upon fur-
ther examination. It deserves wide dissemina-
tion.

———

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 1738, “THE
AMERICAN PARITY ACT”

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, we all
know that it will take years, if not decades, for
Irag to be restored and rebuilt in the wake of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Our nation’s desire
to restore and rebuild Irag—for the Iragi peo-
ple—is to be commended. It reflects the most
dearly held values in American society.

As Americans, we want to make the world
a better place. We want people to live full,
healthy lives without fear of violence and hun-
ger. We want children to have full stomachs,
clear heads and the educational resources to
realize their potential. We believe that
healthcare should not be available to only the
rich.

Certainly, as a nation, we want to elevate
the quality of life for the Iraqi people, who bear
the scars of years of hunger, violence and
fear. At the same time, we must ask, what is
being done to end the hunger, violence and
fear that dominates the lives of far too many
Americans?

As USAID makes the first down-payment of
$1.7 billion that the United States has dedi-
cated to the housing, education, health care,
and the infrastructure of rebuilding Irag, we
must ask—what is the Administration’s plan to
“Rebuild America “?

Here at home, our schools are closing, sum-
mer school activities are being shut down,
hospitals are not able to provide the health
care, and state and local first responder budg-
ets are being stretched thin.
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Over the past two years, 3.1 million Ameri-
cans have lost their jobs, nearly 5 million
Americans have lost their health care cov-
erage, and 2 million families that were living
the American Dream have dropped out of the
middle class into poverty.

This is not progress. We need a plan to
“Rebuild America.”

Enacting more tax cuts, as the Administra-
tion favors, is illogical. How can a $550 billion
tax cut that primarily changes the tax treat-
ment of corporate dividends stimulate the
economy? How will this tax cut help state and
local authorities address the shortfalls in our
nation’s critical infrastructure? Twenty billion
dollars, as provided in the tax package, is
wholly inadequate. Moreover, it is a drop in
the bucket as compared to our $1.7 trillion
commitment to Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, while | believe that rebuilding
Iraq will be important to secure lasting peace
in the region, it must not come at the expense
of rebuilding America.

My colleague, RAHM EMANUEL, has intro-
duced legislation to require that for every dol-
lar spent rebuilding Iraq, at least one dollar is
spent addressing the health care crisis in
America, urgent school construction, funding
for first responders, and other domestic prior-
ities.

In looking over USAID’s plans for Iraq, |
cannot understand how the Administration can
justify building 12,500 new schools in Bagh-
dad, without doing anything for children in
America. Today, far too many America chil-
dren are forced to study in trailers because
their school districts simply do not have the
funds to build a new school.

How can the Administration justify providing
health care services to 13 million Iragis while
42 million Americans struggle to live without
health care? It's indefensible. Why, just today,
Paul Bremer, the U.S. civil administrator of
Iraq, announced plans to invest $100 million to
create jobs in Irag.

IN IRAQ?

Mr. Speaker, how can the Administration
justify launching this ambitious initiative in Iraq
when there are thousands of workers in West-
ern New York that have been unemployed for
over two years?

Mr. Speaker, the Administration must not sit
idly by and let America fall apart, just as un-
precedented resources are being dedicated to
reconstructing Irag. | strongly believe that en-
actment of H.R. 1738 will help us make signifi-
cant strides in the effort to restore this nation.

We must rebuild America. We owe it to the
men and women who fought in Iraq, risking
their lives to protect our homeland. We owe it
to our children. We owe it to our seniors. We
owe it to all Americans.

———

THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS CHIROPRACTIC EM-
PLOYMENT ACT

HON. JERRY MORAN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 2003

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today
| am introducing the Department of Veterans
Affairs Chiropractic Employment Act. | do so
to prompt the Department of Veterans Affairs
to make chiropractic care available to Amer-
ica’s veterans.
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Currently, thousands of veterans enrolled in
the VA health care system could benefit from
chiropractic care. Millions of Americans use
the services of chiropractors. However, vet-
erans who are enrolled in VA’'s health care
system are unable to receive this specialty
care. Numerous studies have shown that
chiropractic is an effective therapy, and can be
an effective approach to low back pain,
spasm, and other maladies of the spinal re-
gion, including health problems caused by the
aging process and physical exertion. This bill
would grant specific employment authority in
VA for chiropractors as clinicians under Title
38 of the United States Code.

Signed into law in 1999, section 303 of Pub-
lic Law 106-117, the Veterans Millennium
Health Care and Benefits Act, required the VA
Under Secretary for Health to establish a de-
fined policy regarding the role of chiropractic
care for veterans enrolled in the Veterans
Health Administration. Issued almost a year
later, VHA Directive 2000-014, established
what the Department deemed a policy on
chiropractic care. However, the Committee on
Veterans' Affairs found that declaration to be
woefully inadequate and less than a policy. It
was a way for VA to further delay the advent
of VA chiropractic services for veterans. As a
result, Congress enacted section 204 of the
Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care
Programs Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-135).
This statute required the Secretary of VA to
create a program to provide chiropractic care
and services for veterans who are enrolled in
VA's health care system, and specified that
each of VA's 21 Veterans Integrated Service
Networks put at least one chiropractic care
program in place. This law also required the
establishment of a Chiropractic Advisory Com-
mittee within the Department, and charged the
Committee to provide assistance to the Sec-
retary in the development and implementation
of the chiropractic health program the law au-
thorized, including recommendations on scope
of practice, qualifications, privileging and
credentialing matters, among other factors that
might influence the employment of chiroprac-
tors and the deployment of the new program
nationwide.

While some progress has been made by the
advisory committee on chiropractic care, the
Department is now contending that formal or-
ganizational, qualification, and classification
studies are needed due to VA's lack of a
specified employment authority in Title 38 of
the United States Code for chiropractors.
Other unnamed technical and professional
fields are already specifically authorized. Such
an undertaking by VA may require extensive
usage of resources and much time investment
on the part of the Central Office, advisory
committee, Office of Personnel Management
staffs, as well as outside consultants. A num-
ber of Members of the House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee believe we can remedy this situa-
tion with the bill 1 am introducing today, to
speed VA’'s decision-making on establishing
chiropractic clinical care positions within the
staff of the Department.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased today to intro-
duce this legislation that would address the
authority for VA to appoint chiropractors in the
Veterans Health Administration of the Depart-
ment so that those veterans who are in need
of chiropractic care may indeed and at last re-
ceive it in VA facilities. This bill will allow a fair
compensation schedule with other comparable
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